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Story Of The Week... 


SALES TAX . 
OUT OF THE RED? 


.. A WAY 


Cuts In Revenue, High Defense Costs, Pose $8 Billion Deficit Question 


The Eisenhower Administration, aided and prodded 
by Congress, is working on one of its biggest construction 
jobs: To build a bridge across an annual deficit of billions 
of dollars and reach a balanced budget on the other side. 


The job is complicated, and made urgent, by the 
threat of the river of red ink to become broader. Recent 
estimates are for a deficit of almost $4 billion for the 
current fiscal year, and apparently the government must 
either find $8 billion in revenue it can not now count on or 
make equivalent savings if it is to operate in the black in 
fiscal 1955. 


Because of the demands of national defense, only part 
of the deficit can be bridged through cuts in spending. 
Most of the bridge will have to be constructed, and swiftly, 
from new taxes, and a transactions levy of some type -- 
probably at the factory level -- apparently is among pro- 
posals being considered by the fiscal architects. 


One reason the deficit river might be so wide in 
fiscal 1955 is that a number of revenue-raising measures 
enacted after the Korean war began are scheduled to be 


out of existence before next July 1, when fiscal 1955 begins. 


AN $8 BILLION GAP 


Tax expirations in the first half of 1954 could mean 
an $8 billion annual loss in federal income. The ‘full 
effect’’ of that loss, according to the President, would be 
felt in fiscal 1955. These are the taxes due to expire: 


Individual Income Tax Increase -- Congress in 1951 
voted an 11 per cent hike in individual income taxes to 
nelp meet the cost of fighting in Korea. The increase is 
to expire Dec. 31, 1953. Its termination will mean a 10 
per cent cut for the taxpayer, and an estimated $3 billion 
annual revenue loss for the federal government. 





Corporation Income Tax Boost - 


ration Income A five per cent cut 
in the 30 per cent tax on corporation income will become 
effective April 1, 1954 (under provis.ons of the Revenue 
Act of 1951.) The 22 per cent surta : will remain un- 
changed. The scheduled reduction /ould result in an esti- 
mated $2 billion annual income los for the federal gov- 
ernment 


Excess-Profit Tax -- This 30 per cent tax on cor- 
poration “‘excess profits’? was enacted in 1950. It origin- 
ally was scheduled to expire June 30, 1953, but Congress, 
at the request of President Eisenhower, extended it for 
six months through Dec. 31. If the tax terminates, it will 


mean $2 billion less annually in the federal coffers. 


Excise Taxes -- Excise tax increases, imposed in 
1951 on distilled spirits, cars, trucks, cigarettes, gaso- 
line and sporting goods, are set to expire March 31, 1954. 
Expiration of these tax boosts would result in an annual 
federal revenue loss of $1 billion. 


The revenue loss in the current fiscal year as a 
result of these tax expirations is estimated by the Treas- 
ury at $1.2 billion. Taking this loss into account, the 
Eisenhower Administration gave this picture of the federal 
budget in fiscal 1954: 


$72.1 billion 
68.3 billion 


Spending 
Income 


Deficit $ 3.8 billion 

If the fiscal 1954 spending rate is maintained, and the 
tax expirations, with their $8 billion annual loss, allowed 
to take effect, the fiscal 1955 budget picture might look 
something like this: 


$72.1 billion 
61.5 billion 


Spending 
Income 


Deficit $10.6 billion 


Secretary of the Treasury George M. Humphrey said 
Nov. 9 that the federal government was faced with four 
alternatives: ‘‘We can accept an $8 or $9 billion deficit 
in fiscal 1955. We can cut expenses. We can raise 
additional taxes, or we can have a combination of all 
three.’’ 


Humphrey also noted that ‘‘only relatively small re- 
ductions’’ in federal spending can be made quickly. The 
alternative, if a deficit is to be avoided, or kept to a mini- 
mum in fiscal 1955, is to find additional sources of 
revenue. 
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The Administration could try for continuation of 
taxes scheduled to expire in order to maintain the present 
level of revenues. In his May 20 tax message to Congress, 
President Eisenhower only requested repeal of the sched- 
uled five per cent cut in corporation income taxes and 
postponement of the reductions in excise taxes. He said 
he favored allowing the 11 per cent individual income tax 
increase to expire, and asked for only a six month exten- 
sion of the excess profits tax. The Administration has 
since indicated that it will seek no further extension of 
EPT. 


If Congress agreed to these Eisenhower requests, it 
would still mean that $5 billion in tax cuts would take 
effect. 


Additional revenue might be raised by increasing 
existing excise taxes on Selective items, or by imposing 
excise taxes on more commodities. But protests against 
‘‘discriminatory’’ selective excise taxes have been mount- 
ing in and out of Congress, and the President has said that 
the ‘‘wide variety of existing excise rates makes little 
economic sense and leads to improper discrimination...’’ 


The federal government might tighten up on present 
tax exemptions and deductions, or seek additional taxes 
on cooperatives (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1323 ff), but the 
yield probably wouldn’t be enough to offset the anticipated 
$8 billion annual loss. 


From an economic point of view, a uniform sales tax, 
either at the manufacturing or the retail level, would be 
one of the most lucrative single methods of collecting 
enough revenue to replace the income loss from expiring 
taxes. A general sales tax has also been advocated as a 
tax reform measure -- to replace existing selective 
excises. 


Sales Tax Speculation 


As the Administration and Congress review the tax 
structure with a view to overhauling it in 1954, it has be- 
come increasingly apparent that it will be difficult to 
reconcile demands for tax reductions with the need for 
revenue. 


The Treasury Department, the Commission on Inter- 
governmental Relations, the House Small Business Com- 
mittee and the Joint Congressional Committee on Internal 
Revenue Taxation all began reviewing various phases of 
federal taxation in 1953. 


But it was not until the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee held hearings (June 16-Aug. 14.) on proposals for 
complete revision that the 1953 drive for a federal sales 
tax really got under way. 


Many witnesses appearing before the tax-writing Com- 
mittee complained about ‘‘discriminatory’’ excise taxes 
on select commodities and services, and urged that they 
be removed. Then Charles R. Sligh, Jr., president of the 
National Association of Manufacturers, presented the 
NAM plan to replace selective excise taxes with a uniform 
tax at the manufacturing level on all finished commodities 
except food and food products. 


Questioned about Administfation views on a general 
sales tax, Secretary Humphrey would say only that it was 
one of 40 tax proposals under study. And speculation 
heightened when Rep. Noah M. Mason (R Ill.) said Sept. 19 
he had it on ‘‘good authority’’ that the Treasury would ask 
Congress for a five per cent federal retail sales tax. 
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Manufacturers Or Sales? 


The major difference between a manufacturers and 
a retail sales (or excise) tax is the initial point at which 
each would be applied. 


A flat-rate tax on finished products at the factory 
level would be paid by the manufacturers, and presumably 
would become part of the cost of the item. When the 
item reached the retailer the tax would already be part 
of the sale price. A customer buying a new typewriter 
stand, would be charged a flat price. 


A tax at the retail level, however, would be collected 
directly from the consumer as he made his purchase, 
and would be based on the retail price of an article. The 
customer buying that same typewriter stand, would be 
charged a flat price, plus the sales tax. 








President Eisenhower’s Sept. 21 statement, in a plea 
for ‘‘necessary’’ defense, that there is ‘‘no tax ... too 
hard for us to bear’’ did nothing to dispel the sales tax 
rumors. But on Sept. 30, the President told newsmen 
his Administration had no present plans for seeking a 
retail sales tax. He would not, however, rule out the 
possibility of a manufacturers excise tax. 


EXCISES NOTHING NEW 


Excise taxes on select items have been levied since 
1790. They now are imposed on many individual 
commodities at both the manufacturing and retail level. 
For example, there is a 20 per cent federal tax on the 
manufacturers’ price of cameras, lenses, films and 
electric light bulbs. A 10 per cent manufacturers excise 
tax is imposed on items ranging from musical instruments 
to fishing rods. 


And when Mrs. Jones buys a fur coat, jewelry, luggage 
or any toiiet preparation, she pays an additional federal 
‘‘luxury’’ tax of 20 per cent on the retail price. (For 
state breakdown on federal retail excise collections, see 
chart page 1373.) 


Excise taxes exist on facilities and services as well 
as commodities. There is for example, a 20 per cent tax 
on the price of admission to theaters and concerts. Con- 
gress this year voted to remove the exeise tax on movie 
admissions, but President Eisenhower vetoed the bill. 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 1075.) 


These taxes are the third largest source of federal 
revenue. In fiscal 1953 they brought in almost $10 billion. 
About half from tobacco and alcohol. 


1952 os 1953 
(Millions of dollars) 
$21,467 $21,595 
33,738 37,255 
785 

107 

Alcohol taxes 2,781 
ee OD 6.56500, 008: 0. 99.6 OL 1,655 
Stamp taxes 90 
Manufacturers’ excise taxes 2,863 
Retailers’ excise taxes 496 
Miscellaneous taxes 2,061 


Major tax classes 


Corporationincome and profits .. . 
Individual income andemployment . 
DO foes hae ee ee aD 


$65,010 


Totalinternal revenue collections $69 ,687 


Estate and gift taxes are not classed as excise taxe 





SALES TAX PROPOSALS 


Considerable emphasis has been placed on the general 
sales tax as a substitute for present selective excises. 


If existing excises were replaced by a flat-rate tax 
which would produce the same revenue, the Administra- 
tion would still have that $8 billion revenue gap from tax 
expirations to bridge. A general excise or sales tax 
would have to be at a high rate to replace the revenues 
from selective excise taxes and make up the income loss 
from expiring taxes as well. 


In its April 21, 1953, report, the staff of the Joint 
Committee on Internal Revenue Taxation said it had re- 
ceived many suggestions for a general sales tax. These 
were the five recommendations which the Committee 
staff reported as the “‘more-typical:” 


A broad base manufacturers excise tax on ail items 
except food, shelter and medicine 


A federal sales tax at the retail level of between 10 
and 25 per cent -- with no exemptions 


A general sales tax with exemptions for persons be- 
low certain income levels, and exemptions for dependents 


Repeal of all existing excises, and substitution of a 
one per cent tax on the manufacturers sale price of all 
manufactured items, or a one per cent tax on charges 
for personal services, or a 25 per cent duty on all in- 
coming foreign goods 


Remove all individual income taxes on incomes be- 
low $6,000, and instead impose a federal sales tax at the 
consumer level. 


The NAM plan, as presented to the House Ways and 
Means Committee, is to levy a 42 to 5 per cent flat-rate 
tax on all finished goods at the manufacturers’ level ex- 
cept food and food products. Under the NAM plan, this 
tax would replace all existing excise taxes except those 
on alcohol and tobacco, which would be taxed separately. 


The NAM claims that the 42 to 5 per cent uniform 
tax would bring in the same amount of revenue as is now 
obtained from the selective excises it would replace. In 
fiscal 1953, more than $5 billion of federal revenue came 
from all excise taxes except those on alcohol and tobacco. 
(For alcohol and tobacco tax collections by states, see 
chart page 1373.) 


But estimates vary on the yield of a uniform excise 
or sales tax. 


Some fiscal specialists say that a 10 per cent manu- 
facturers excise tax on all items except food and medicine 
(with alcohol and tobacco taxed separately) would bring 
in $7.5 billion annually, while a 10 per cent retail sales 
tax would yield about $10 billion. 


The Western Tax Council, which is actively opposed 
to any kind of general sales tax, estimates that if all 
excise taxes except those on alcoho! and tobacco were 
replaced by a flat-rate 10 per cent ‘ax on all manufactured 
items except ‘‘necessities’’ such as food, clothing and 
meGicine, the annual yield would tc:al only about $3 to 
$5 billion. 


The Arguments 


Supporters of any kind of general sales tax are not 
espousing a ‘‘popular’’ cause. Many agree that a sales 
tax is regarded as political poison, say the only kinds of 
taxes that are popular are lower taxes. 


FOR MANUFACTURERS EXCISE 


Those in favor of a manufacturers excise tax along 
the general lines of the NAM plan, argue that such a 
levy would: 


Replace present ‘‘discriminatory’’ and high selective 
excise taxes while providing the same or more revenue 

Make it possible to lower income tax rates 

Be more stable and easier to estimate than income 
tax revenues which rise and fall more rapidly with chang- 
ing economic conditions than do excise taxes. 

Broaden the tax base by imposing moderate tax rates 
throughout the tax system. 

Avoid federal invasion of the states’ retail sales tax 
field 

Cost less to administer and be easier to collect than 
a general retail sales tax because it would apply to some 
200,000 to 300,000 manufacturers instead of about two 
million retailers 

Be fair because it would be proportionate to the price 
of an item since the tax would be levied as a percentage 
of the price. 


FOR RETAIL SALES TAX 


Those in favor of a retail sales tax maintain that it 
would: ? 


Produce more revenue than a manufacturers excise 
tax since it wouid be based on the higher retail price of 
an item 

Be collected at the point of final sale so that possible 
pyramiding of the price of an item from the manufacturer, 
through the distributor and retailer, would be eliminated 


It would not be a ‘‘hidden’’ tax since the consumer 
would be aware of what he was paying for the sales tax 
every time he made a purchase. 


AGAINST EITHER 


These are the arguments most frequently advanced 
against both a manufacturers excise tax and a retail sales 
tax: 


A retail sales tax would be too expensive to adminis- 
ter, a manufacturers excise tax would not produce enough 
revenue to justify levying it 

A manufacturers tax would be “‘ pyramided,’’ with the 
distributor and retailer adding to the price of an item by 
profit markups on the tax. Such a tax would also be ‘‘hid- 
den’’ since it already would be part of the price when it 
reached the retailer -- and the consumer wouldn’t know 
what part 

In both kinds of sales taxes, the consumer would bear 
the full load, and such flat-rate taxes would hit hardest 
at low-inconie groups since they spend more of their in- 
come 

A general sales tax would be bad for business since 
consumer demand would drop as a result of the increase 
in price 

The federal government’s entrance into the sales 
tax field at either the retail or manufacturing level would 
be an encroachment on a major source of state revenue. 
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The NAM contends that “‘the burden of a uniform 
excise tax is proportional to income,’’ and has compiled 
the following table: 


Effect of 42 % 
Flat-rate Tax On Manufactured Goods 


Flat-rate 
_Tax_ 


Income of Amount Left 
Family of Four After Income Tax Income Tax 


$ 55 
$ 96 
$143 
$182 
$213 


None 

$ 271 
$ 666 
$1,084 
$1,528 


$2,000 
$3,729 
$5,334 
$6,916 
$8,472 


i) The income left after income tax (second 
column) ts the source of all other taxes, in- 

cluding excise taxes; 

2) The flat-rate tax (fourth column) is pro- 

portional to the amount left after income tax. 


Explanation: 


Another set of estimates, showing the average retail 
sales tax as a percentage of money income in 1943, was 
prepared by the Treasury Department’s Division of Re- 
search and Statistics, and included in the published hear- 
ings of the House Ways and Means Committee for October 
1943. 


The figures were based on the estimated cost to the 
taxpayer of a 10 per cent federal retail sales tax on all 
items except food, and indicated that the lowest income 
group had the highest ratio of sales tax to income. 


income Bracket Sales Tax 


Under $500 % of income 
$3500 to 1,000 
$1,000 to 1,500 
$1,500 to 2,000 
$2,000 to 2,500 
$2,500 to 3,000 
$3,000 to 4,000 
$4,000 to 5,000 
$5,000 to 7,500 
$7,500 to 10,600 
$10,000 and over 


5.7 
4.5 
4.3 
4.0 
3.9 
3.7 
3.5 
3.4 
3.0 
2.6 
1.4 


The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, another organization 
in favor of a federal sales tax, recommends that the U.S. 
“‘make greater use of excise taxes as a means of reducing 
income tax rates.’’ It points out that America “‘relies more 
heavily on income taxes than any other major nation,” and 
give these statistics to show the distribution of tax receipts 
for five major nations in fiscal 1953: 
Income Taxes Excises Other 
United States 4% 
Canada 7 
Britain : 24 
France 13 
Germany 18 


STATE SALES TAXES 


Opponents of a federal sales tax argue that it would 
encroach upon the state sales tax field from three direc - 
fions, since it would: Be a federal violation of traditional 
states’ rights; pyramid the price of an item already car- 
ying a state sales tax, and therefore place a greater 
‘opyright 1953, Cor 
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Tax Index 


Individual and corporation income taxes, and excise 
taxes arethethree major sources of federal revenue. 
Here is a description of each, with the years the taxes 
were imposed and the estimated percentage of total fed- 
eral income. 


Individual Income Tax -- (1913) -- A graduated tax 
on the income of individuals ranging from 22 per cent on 
the first $2,000 net income in excess of exemptions to 
92 per cent on taxable income above $200,000. These 
taxes yield an estimated 53 per cent of total federal 
revenue. 





Corporation Income Taxes -- (1909; 1913) -- A 30 
per cent normal tax on the first $25,000 of net corpor- 
ation income, a combined normal and 22 per cent surtax 
on net income above $25,000 for a 52 per cent tax on 
income over $25,000, and a 30 per cent tax on corpora- 
tion ‘‘excess-profits.’’ These taxes bring in an estima- 
ted 31 per cent of total federal revenue. 


Excise Taxes -- (1790, on distilled spirits) -- A tax 
on the manufacture, sale or consumption of commodities, 
facilities, and services. It is usually based on the weight, 
volume, number or price of an item or service. For ex- 
ample, distilled spirits are taxed.by the gallon, and cig- 
arettes by the number ($4 per 1,000), while firearms are 
taxed 11 per-cent of the manufacturers’ price. All excise 
taxes yield an estimated 14 per cent of total federal 
revenues. 





burden on the consumer; cut down the revenue potential 
of those states which could not hope to raise their gen- 
eral sales tax rates, and those states, without such a tax, 
which would hesitate to impose one on top of a federal 
Sales tax. 


At present, 32 states and the District of Columbia 
levy general sales taxes of up to three percent on retail 
prices. In a few cases, the tax actually is placed on the 
gross incceme or gross receipts from retail sales. 


In fiscal 1953, the 48 states collected $10,542,105,000 
in taxes from all sources. The revenue total of the 31 
with a general sales tax (the Pennsylvania tax did not be- 
come effective until Sept. 1, 1953) was $6,703,449,000. 
Income from their general sales taxes alone amounted to 
$2,432,786,000 -- more than 36.3 per cent of their total 
collections. 


The amount paid out by each person for general sales 
taxes in fiscal 1953 averaged from $12.41 in Maryland to 
$56.36 in the State of Washington. The per capita average 
for the 31 states (based on their population in 1952) was 
$26.32. (For state charts on sales taxes see page 1372.) 


Issue Since 1921 


The federal sales tax issue has been before Congress 
since the end of World War I. In April and November of 
1921, the Senate rejected a floor amendment which would 
have provided for a three per cent manufacturers sales 
tax and another which would have set the levy at one per 
cent. 


In the 1921-22 period several bills designed to pro- 
vide for payment of veterans compensation from the 








proceeds of a federal sales tax were introduced but no 
Congressional] action was taken on them. 


The whole sales tax issue was revived 10 years later. 
In 1932, about 75 Representatives and Senators made a 
trip to Canada to study the Canadian sales tax system. 
And on March 8, the House Ways and Means Committee 
favorably reported a revenue bill with an amendment pro- 
viding for a 2 1/4 per cent manufacturers sales tax, 
with some exemptions. 


But on March 24, the sales tax provision was elimin- 
ated by a House roll-call vote of 153-223. The same 
year, the Senate rejected an attempt to include a one and 
three quarters per cent manufacturers sales tax provision 
in a revenue bill. The Senate action came on a 27-53 
roll call. 


In 1933, while considering the National Industrial 
Recovery Act, the Senate rejected an amendment calling 
for a one and three quarters per cent manufacturers sales 
tax, on a 28-57 roll call. The House defeated a motion 
to recommit a revenue bill in order to include a 2.5 per 
cent manufacturers sales tax. The vote was 137 to 265. 


From 1935 to 1941 many bills providing for various 
types of sales taxes were introduced as a method of 
financing old age pensions. One such bill reached the 
House floor, but was rejected June 1, 1939 on a 97-302 
roll call. It had been reported by the House Ways and 
Means Committee without recommendation for passage. 


Since that time, the House Ways and Means Committee 
has considered various proposals for a uniform sales 
tax, but no action was taken to bring such proposals to 
a floor vote. The sales tax issue may get beyond the 
talking stage in Congress in the 1954 session. 


Even if the Eisenhower Administration does not in- 
clude a uniform manufacturers excise tax among its tax 
recommendations to the 83rd Congress, the issue appar - 
ently will be brought up in the form of a bill introduced by 
Rep. Mason. 


Congressional Reaction 


Most Congressmen see little possibility of passage 
of a sales or manufacturers excise tax. 


Chairman Daniel A. Reed (R N.Y.) of the House Ways 
and Means Committee predicted that a “‘general sales tax 
will not be approved during the coming session of the 83rd 
Congress. ”? And Sen. Frank Carlson (R Kan.), a member 
of the Senate Finance Committee, agreed that such a tax 


‘‘would not have a chance.”’ 


Rep. Wilbur D. Mills (D Ark. ), member of the Ways 
and Means unit, said it would be “‘utterly impossible to 
get a sales tax through the House. All segments of the 
Democratic Party will be against it -- you might say 
100 per cent.” 


Members of the House Ways and Means Committee 
who have expressed opposition to a ‘ 2deral sales tax 
include: Reps. John D. Dingell (D Mich.), Hale Boggs (D 
La.), Herman P, Eberharter (D Pa Members of the 
Committee > who have expressed ap )roval of a manutact- 
urers excise tax include Reps. M: son and Angier L. 
Goodwin (R Mass.) 


avowed opponents of a federal 
’ 
won t enact one: 


Among others who are 
sales tax or who have said Congress 


Sens. Hubert H. Humphrey (D Minn.); John L. McClellan 
(D Ark.); Theodore Francis Green (D R.I.); Guy M. 
Gillette (D Iowa); Estes Kefauver (D Tenn.); Richard B. 
Russell (D Ga.); Alexander Wiley (R Wis.); Walter F. 
George (D Ga.); George A. Smathers (D Fla.); Irving M. 
Ives (R N.Y.); James E. Murray (D Mont.); and Reps. 
Jacob K. Javits (R N.Y.); Clarence J. Brown (R Ohio); 
Charles A. Halleck (R Ind.); Majority Floor Leader, and 
Speaker Joseph W. Martin, Jr. (R Mass.). 


Group Stands 


Here’s how some groups have lined up on the issue 
of a sales tax or a tax at factory level: 


FOR 


National Association of Manufacturers -- “A general 
flat-rate tax...would be the means of changing the present 
unfair and confusing excises into a sound, understandable 


, 


and non-discriminatory instrument for national revenue. 

American Stock Exchange (President Edward T. 
McCormick) Of all the tax proposals “‘the suggestion 
making the most sense is the adoption of a manufacturer: 
sales tax on all manufactured goods except food and food 
products at a low percentage flat rate.”’ 


U.S. Chamber of Commerce -- “‘To obtain a more 
balanced revenue system there should be adoption of a 
general excise or sales tax levied at either the point of 
manufacture or retail outlet. We now have extensive ex- 
cise taxes on consumption expenditures, but on a highly 
discriminatory basis which should cease,”’ 


AGAINST 


American Retail Federation -- ‘‘Any form of taxation 
which directly reduces civilian demand could have serious 
repercussions in the economy. A Sales tax could unques- 
tionably have that effect.’’ The ARF therefore expressed 
“strong opposition”’ to a federal sales tax in peacetime 
“because of the effect on consumer demand.” 


National Retail Dry Goods Association -- (President 
Wade G McCargo) -- A sales tax at any level would be a 
“‘subtle method of reducing the value of the customer 


dollar.” 


CIO (President Walter Reuther) -- “‘A sales tax, how- 
ever levied, however concealed and disguised, is a wage 
cut for the workers, a cut in income for the farmers.”’ 


International Association of Machinists (AFL) -- 
“Sales taxes shift much of the tax burden from the 
ders of the rich onto the back of wage earners.” 


shoul- 


Americans for Democratic Action -- ‘‘Collecting the 
sales tax at the manufacturers level and calling it an 
excise tax would hide the tax from the consumer and re 
quire him to pay the tax, plus the middleman’s and re 
tailer’s profit markup on the amount of the tax.’’ 


Cooperative League of the U.S.A. -- A sales 
to take the money out of the hands of the people 
it in those of profit-making corporations 


; tax “‘tend: 
and put 


And T. Coleman Andrews, U. S. Commissioner of In 
ternal Revenue, declared Nov, 18 that he “‘personally”’ 
is opposed to a national sales tax as ‘“‘too expensive 
administratively.”’ 
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State 


Total 


Tax Collections, Fiscal 1953 


(Figures in thousands except columns 3 and 4) 


State 
2 


General 
Sales 


3 


% of Total 
Revenue 


4 


Per Capita 
Sales 


5 


Individual 
Income 


Federal (Preliminary) 


6 


Corporation 


Income 


8 


Total‘ 








Ala. 
Ariz. 
Ark. 


Calif. 


Colo. 


Conn. 


Del. 
Fla. 
Ga. 
Idaho 
Ill. 
Ind. 


Wyo. 


$158,963 
74,540 
102,492 
1,139,442 
111,431 
138,306 
25,573 
252,485 
218,055 
38,765 
514,435 
284,117 
169,353 
137,022 
137,911 
287,188 
56 ,702 
165,486 
321,734 
582,444 
227,589 
112,427 
207,221 
37 ,406 
58 882 
16,804 
26,967 
189,001 
70,418 
1,116,863 
287 ,817 
44,472 
491,594 
196,181 
129,779 
594,795 
56,172 
159,477 
36 ,060 
185,458 
447,430 
49,805 
27,618 
188,654 
265,630 
122,133 
252,885 
26,123 


$ 55,930 
24,379 
28,502 

461,817 
33,712 
37,098 
62,517 
97,818 

205,475 

142,401 
60,413 
47,057 
59,293 
13,969 
31,357 

271,766 

32,368 
88,459 


26,176 
55,198 
12,669 
188,971 
43,311 


13,311 
46 026 
12,365 
51,251 
17,171 


139,036 
64,728 


8,241 


35% 
33 
28 
41 
30 
27 
25 
45 
40 
50 
36 
34 
21 
25 
19 


47 


29 


$18.33 
28.38 
15.19 
40.55 
23.56 
17.64 
20.17 
27.83 
23.04 
34.70 
22.84 
23.50 
21.06 
15.80 
12.41 


40.51 
14.90 
21.81 


36.10 
13,21 
21.12 
23.12 
19.12 


16.29 
21.61 
18.62 
15,74 
23.30 


56.36 
33.18 


26.76 


$258,936 
124,073 
112,957 
3,410,519 
476,360 
731,784 
256,233 
443,214 
404,475 
85,443 
3,121,501 
821,613 
357,379 
334,976 
300,928 
322,034 
112,623 
1,328,136 
1,171,026 
2,318,279 
617,301 
103,840 
1,019,400 
90,537 
277,368 
53,070 
87,451 
1,186,365 
90,156 
6,263,613 


1,424,273 
101,779 
49,835 
461,990 
596,355 
196 545 
693,982 
47,999 


$111,928 
32,487 
38,064 
1,202,980 
134,354 
383,125 
576,604 
137,949 
193,209 
25,636 
1,960,317 
359,950 
143,742 
157,429 
157,555 
136,626 
53,559 
275,989 
555,128 
2,170,973 
308,151 
26,748 
571,081 
23,822 
65,636 
10,620 
29,252 
518,866 
13,780 
5,253,892 
273,468 
8,468 
1,766 ,009 
187,366 
101,396 
1,534,113 
88,831 
81,008 
11,628 
133,738 
641,820 
36 668 


66,131 
15,526 
5,950 
317,472 
8,765 
1,382,653 
917,843 
3,599 
617,318 
127,187 
25,351 
742,395 
20,382 
14,892 
4,705 
45,828 
198,520 
13,897 
3,857 
434,427 
62,555 
22,815 
212,567 
6,410 


$395,325 
165,742 
161,971 
5,265,269 
680,785 
1,226,573 
845,257 
652,831 
707,654 
117,486 
5,862,195 
1,623,341 
535,809 
534,645 
1,313,629 
539,415 
177,660 
1,901,815° 
1,907,859 
5,630,252 
1,038,953 
142,191 
1,853,998 
122,581 
409,135 
79,216 
122,653 
2,022,702 
112,701 
12,900,158 
1,611,140 
71,180 
4,843,261 
655,526 
471,709 
5,153,318 
298,283 
266 ,405 
76,714 
520,605 
2,264,614 
152,343 
74,788 
1,123,873 
843,200° 
301,563 
1,406 ,326 
63,723 





Total $10,542,105 $2,432,786 


(1) Average based on revenue total for 31 states ($6,703 ,449,000). 


36.3! 


$26.32 


(2) Average based on population for 31 states in 1952, 





$37,126,983 $21,518,102 $10,603,311 


includes Alaska. 
(4) Federal totals do not include Hawaii, 
Customs or Post Office Collections 


$69 ,248 397 
(3) Maryland includes D.C., Washington 


Bureau of the Census and Bureau of 
Internal Revenue. 


Sources: 
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State 


Federal Excise Tax Collections, 1952 


Furs 


Retailers’ 


2 


Jewelry 


3 


Luggage 


Excise Taxes 


4 
Toilet 


Preparations 


5 


Total 


6 


Alcohol 
Total 


7 


Tobacco 
Total 





Ala. 
Ariz. 
Ark. 
Calif. 
Colo. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla. 
Ga. 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Ill. 
Ind. 
Iowa 


$ 216,591 
32,399 
61,450 

3,609,667 
498,990 
882,120 

82,316 
124,305 
318,387 
1,479 
37,708 

6,100,715 
613,181 
454,834 
114,413 
305,036 
288,928 
162,380 

1,521,431 

2,661,786 

2,141,495 

1,192,627 

72,523 

1,345,923 
128,209 
296,190 

26,504 
73,974 


293,715 
136,807 
2,409,897 
236,589 
241,050 
3,899,119 
309,286 
78,635 
77,047 
387,972 
1,170,382 
133,970 
33,796 
396,210 
495,799 
195,420 
1,028,931 
27,404 


$2,257,408 
1,140,930 
1,080,179 
22,885,886 
2,142,751 
2,996,544 
423,801 
4,106,245 
4,300,830 
898,401 
557,112 
19,642,766 
5,481,436 
2,344,666 
1,941,777 
2,246 400 
2,910,700 
708,931 
6,453,166 
8,769,407 
9,035,014 
4,279,188 
954,331 
6,206,843 
614,566 
1,355,031 
382,485 
419,560 
5,298,367 
739,718 
34,951,499 
3,547,997 
507,427 
12,906,711 
2,423,263 
2,112,171 
14,345,092 
1,118,322 
1,416,085 
492,962 
3,442,230 
12,744,089 
1,095,548 
247,373 
4,062,620 
3,709,9°5 
1,613,046 
3,429,259 
365, 987 


$ 688,719 
272,924 
373,411 

7,831,942 
765,362 
901,613 
107,441 

1,600,383 

1,713,604 
258,008 
137,337 

10,077,128 

1,457,456 
909,608 
577,223 
692,803 
935,766 
211,189 

2,808,548 

3,325,838 

3,449,947 

1,769,314 
393,851 

4,554,334 
175,843 
495,358 

86 ,101 
102,777 

1,899,107 
137,586 

21,765,675 

1,006,680 
131,126 

4,904,089 
881,747 
703,900 

5,714,153 
451,948 
458,485 
124,851 

1,247,717 

3,757,508 
216,102 

67,514 
749,694 

1,096 436 
489,626 

1,318,137 
100,269 


$ 903,319 
458,326 
545,699 

11,070,297 

1,295,310 
2,310,823 
136,130 
1,673,791 
1,704,775 
293,576 
277,504 
8,902,724 
1,871,440 
1,615,761 
1,098,475 
731,499 
1,161,572 
289,879 
3,442,107 
2,318,886 
5,170,037 
1,796 652 
661,134 
3,618,002 
257,481 
712,503 
148,010 
140,247 
2,118,038 
428,816 
26,868,127 
1,379,405 
240,491 
5,635,949 
1,172,938 
1,338,135 
5,224,337 
402,775 
650,461 
233,560 
1,369,937 
4,737,454 
518,734 
88,108 
1,357,877 
1,666,742 
738,113 
1,336,703 


$4,066,039 
1,904,579 
2,060,739 
45,397,791 
4,702,413 
7,091,101 
749,688 
7,504,724 
8,037,596 
1,451,464 
1,009,660 
44,723,335 
9,423,513 
5,324,869 
3,731,887 
3,975,739 
5,296,965 
1,372,379 
14,225,252 
17,075,918 
19,796,492 
9,037,782 
2,081,841 
15,725,102 
1,176,098 
2,859,082 
643,101 
736,560 
10,762,573 
1,326,361 
98,848,800 
6,227,795 
1,015,851 
25,856,646 
4,714,537 
4,395,255 
29,182,700 
2,282,331 
2,603,666 
928,419 
6,447,855 
22,409,432 
1,964,354 
436,790 
6,566,402 
6,968,962 
3,037,144 
7,113,032 


$ 925,080 
2,198,345 
736,987 
184,612,779 
9,183,539 
23,040,513 
525,479 
8,632,408 
2,272,661 
1,639,997 
876,396 
275,963,271 
292,398,691 
1,197,984 
2,458,124 
456 ,966 058 
28,263,595 
309,209 
172,722,226 
54,779,720 
89,343,933 
30,122,417 
330,803 
77,111,556 
2,174,681 
8,758,034 
455,590 
91,535 
125,457,530 
500,184 
265,793,604 
1,940,741 
540,607 
131,400,327 
629,933 
5,168,448 
262,000,249 
7,130,655 
1,135,370 
398,245 
5,830,574 
24,644,907 
1,769,770 
420,520 
5,902,637 
29,246,134 
1,894,751 
126,782,269 


$ 598,511 
12,669 
29,139 

918,889 
31,017 
364,003 
193,685 
8,015,541 
946 675 
19,054 


39,931 
291,689,778 


41,086,367 
7,455 
17,407,725 
881,748,434 
10,055 
2,946,509 
48,537 
40,433 
22,964,803 
45,126 
1,626 ,036 
13,526 
2,261,705 
295,680 
14,730 
8,150 
375,916,434 
116,963 
1,981,837 
233,539 


150,270 643,528 


401,155 
$484 ,914,142 §2,727,080,220 $1,661,662,341 


3,999 


EE 





$227,106 643 $93,896,180 $112,262,928 








Total $51,648,391 


*Maryland includes D.C. and Washington includes Alaska. Source: Bureau of Internal Revenue 
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State 


Total 


Tax Collections, Fiscal 1953 


(Figures in thousands except columns 3 and 4) 


State 
2 


General 
Sales 


3 


% of Total 
Revenue 


4 


Per Capita 
Sales 


5 


Individual 
Income 


Federal (Preliminary) 


6 


Corporation 


Income 


7 


Other 


8 


Total‘ 





Ala. 
Ariz. 
Ark. 
Calif. 
Colo. 
Conn. 
Del. 
Fla. 
Ga. 
Idaho 


Miss. 
Mich. 
Minn. 
Miss. 
Mo. 
Mont. 
Neb. 


Wash. 
W.Va. 
Wis. 
Wyo. 





$158,963 
74,540 
102,492 
1,139,442 
111,431 
138,306 
25,573 
252,485 
218,055 
38,765 
514,435 
284,117 
169,353 
137,022 
137,911 
287,188 
56,702 
165,486 
321,734 
582,444 
227,589 
112,427 
207,221 
37,406 
58,882 
16,804 
26 ,967 
189,001 
70,418 
1,116,863 
287,817 
44,472 
491,594 
196,181 
129,779 
594,795 
56,172 
159,477 
36 ,060 
185,458 
447,430 
49,805 
27,618 
188,654 
265,630 
122,133 
252,885 
26,123 


$ 55,930 
24,379 
28,502 

461,817 
33,712 
37,098 
62,517 
97,818 

205,475 

142,401 
60,413 
47,057 
59,293 
13,969 
31,357 


271,766 
32,368 
88,459 


26 ,176 
55,198 
12,669 
188,971 
43,311 


13,311 
46 ,026 
12,365 
51,251 
17,171 


139,036 
64,728 


8,241 


35% 
33 
28 
41 
30 
27 


25 
45 
40 
50 
36 
34 
21 
25 
19 


47 


$18.33 
28.38 
15.19 
40.55 
23.56 
17.64 
20.17 
27.83 
23.04 
34.70 
22.84 
23.50 
21.06 
15.80 
12.41 


40.51 
14.90 
21.81 


36.10 
13.21 
21.12 
23.12 
19.12 


16.29 
21.61 
18.62 
15.74 
23.30 


56.36 
33.18 


26.76 


$258,936 
124,073 
112,957 
3,410,519 
476,360 
731,784 
256,233 
443,214 
404,475 
85,443 
3,121,501 
831,613 
357,379 
334,976 
300,928 
322,034 
112,623 
1,328,136 
1,171,026 
2,318,279 
617,301 
103,840 
1,019,400 
90,537 
277,368 
53,070 
87,451 
1,186,365 
90,156 
6,263,613 
419,830 
59,113 
2,459,954 
340,974 
344,963 
2,876,810 
189,069 
170,504 
60,380 
341,039 
1,424,273 
101,779 
49,835 
461,990 
596 355 
196 545 
693,982 
47,999 


$111,928 
32,487 
38,064 
1,202,980 
134,354 
383,125 
576 ,604 
137,949 
193,209 
25,636 
1,960,317 
359,950 
143,742 
157,429 
157,555 
136 ,626 
53,559 
275,989 
555,128 
2,170,973 
308,151 
26,748 
571,081 
23,822 
65,636 
10,620 
29,252 
518,866 
13,780 
5,253,892 
273,468 
8,468 
1,766,009 
187,366 
101,396 
1,534,113 
88,831 
81,008 
11,628 
133,738 
641,820 
36 668 
21,096 
227,456 
184,290 
82,203 
499,777 
9,314 


$ 24,461 
9,182 
10,950 
651,770 
70,071 
111,664 
12,420 
71,668 
109,970 
6,407 
780,377 
431,778 
34,688 
42,239 
855,146 
80,755 
11,479 
297 ,690 
181,705 
1,141,001 
113,501 
11,604 
263,518 
8,223 
66,131 
15,526 
5,950 
917,472 
8,765 
1,382,653 
917,843 
3,599 
617,318 
127,187 
25,351 
742,395 
20,382 
14,892 
4,705 
45,828 
198,520 
13,897 
3,857 
434,427 
62,555 
22,815 
212,567 
6,410 


$395,325 
165,742 
161,971 
5,265,269 
680,785 
1,226,573 
845,257 
652,831 
707,654 
117,486 
5,862,195 
1,623,341 
535,809 
534,645 
1,313,629 
539,415 
177,660 
1,901,815° 
1,907,859 
5,630,252 
1,038,953 
142,191 
1,853,998 
122,581 
409,135 
79,216 
122,653 
2,022,702 
112,701 
12,900,158 
1,611,140 
71,180 
4,843,261 
655,526 
471,709 
5,153,318 
298,283 
266 ,405 
76,714 
520,605 
2,264,614 
152,343 
74,788 
1,123,873 
843,200° 
301,563 
1,406 ,326 
63,723 





Total $10,542,105 $2,432,786 


(1) Average based on revenue total for 31 states ($6,703 ,449,000). 


36.3! 


$26.32 


(2) Average based on population for 31 states in 1952. 


Sources: 
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Bureau of the Census and Bureau of 
Internal Revenue. 
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$37,126,983 


$21,518,102 $10,603,311 
(3) Maryland includes D.C., Washington 


includes Alaska. 
(4) Federal totals do not include Hawaii, 
Customs or Post Office Collections 


$69,248,397 





Chart Il 


Federal Excise Tax Collections, 1952 


Furs 


Retailers’ 


2 


Jewelry 


3 


Luggage 


Excise Taxes 


4 


Toilet 
Preparations 


5 


Total 


6 


Alcohol 
Total : 


7 


Tobacco 
Total 








$ 216,591 
32,399 
61,450 

3,609,667 
498,990 
882,120 

82,316 
124,305 
318,387 
1,479 
37,708 

6,100,715 
613,181 
454,834 
114,413 
305,036 
288,928 
162,380 

1,521,431 

2,661,786 

2,141,495 

1,192,627 

72,523 

1,345,923 
128,209 
296,190 

26 ,504 
73,974 
1,447,060 
20,240 
15,263,500 
293,715 
136,807 


$2,257,408 
1,140,930 
1,080,179 
22,885,886 
2,142,751 
2,996,544 
423,801 
4,106,245 
4,300,830 
898,401 
557,112 

19 642,766 
5,481,436 
2,344,666 
1,941,777 
2,246 ,400 
2,910,700 
708,931 
6,455,166 
8,769,407 
9,035,014 
4,279,188 
954,331 
6,206 ,843 
614,566 
1,355,031 
382,485 
419,560 
5,298 367 
739,718 
34,951,499 
3,547,997 
507,427 
12,906,711 
2,423,263 
2,112,171 
14,345,092 
1,118,322 
1,416,085 
492,962 
3,442,230 
12,744,089 
1,095,548 
247,373 
4,062,62) 
3,709,9':5 
1,613,°46 
3,429,259 
365, 087 





$ 688,719 
272,924 
373,411 

7,831,942 
765,362 
901,613 
107,441 

1,600,383 

1,713,604 
258,008 
137,337 

10,077,128 

1,457,456 
909,608 
577,223 
692,803 
935,766 
211,189 

2,808,548 

3,325,838 

3,449,947 

1,769,314 
393,851 

4,554,334 
175,843 
495,358 

86 ,101 
102,777 

1,899,107 
137,586 

21,765,675 

1,006,680 
131,126 

4,904,089 
881,747 
703,900 

5,714,153 
451,948 
458,485 
124,851 

1,247,717 

3,757,508 
216,102 

67,514 
749,694 

1,096,436 
489,626 

1,318,137 
100,269 


$ 903,319 
458,326 
545,699 

11,070,297 

1,295,310 
2,310,823 
136,130 
1,673,791 
1,704,775 
293,576 
277,504 
8,902,724 
1,871,440 
1,615,761 
1,098,475 
731,499 
1,161,572 
289,879 
3,442,107 
2,318,886 
5,170,037 
1,796,652 
661,134 
3,618,002 
257,481 
712,503 
148,010 
140,247 


428,816 
26,868,127 
1,379,405 
240,491 
5,635,949 
1,172,938 
1,338,135 
5,224 337 
402,775 
650,461 
233,560 
1,369,937 
4,737,454 
518,734 
88,108 
1,357,877 
1,666,742 
738,113 
1,336,703 
150,270 


$4,066 ,039 
1,904,579 
2,060,739 
45,397,791 
4,702,413 
7,091,101 
749,688 
7,504,724 
8,037,596 
1,451,464 
1,009,660 
44,723,335 
9,423,513 
5,324,869 
3,731,887 
3,975,739 
5,296 965 
1,372,379 
14,225,252 
17,075,918 
19,796,492 
9,037,782 
2,081,841 
15,725,102 
1,176,098 
2,859,082 
643,101 
736,560 
10,762,573 
1,326,361 
98,848,800 
6,227,795 
1,015,851 
25,856,646 
4,714,537 
4,395,255 
29,182,700 
2,282,331 
2,603,666 
928,419 
6,447,855 
22,409,432 
1,964,354 
436,790 
6,566,402 
6,968,962 
3,037,144 
7,113,032 

643,528 


$ 925,080 
2,198,345 
736,987 
184,612,779 
9,183,539 
23,040,513 
525,479 
8,632,408 
2,272,661 
1,639,997 
876,396 
275,963,271 
292,398,691 
1,197,984 
2,458,124 
456 966,058 
28,263,595 
309,209 
172,722,226 
54,779,720 
89,343,933 
30,122,417 
330,803 
77,111,556 
2,174,681 
8,758,034 
455,590 
91,535 
125,457,530 
500,184 
265,793,604 
1,940,741 
540,607 
131,400,327 
629,933 
5,168,448 
262,000,249 
7,130,655 
1,135,370 
398,245 
5,830,574 
24 644,907 
1,769,770 
420,520 
5,902,637 
29,246,134 
1,894,751 
126 782,269 
401,155 








$ 598,511 
12,669 
29,139 

918,889 
31,017 
364,003 
193,685 
8,015,541 
946,675 
19,054 
13,544 
1,598,313 
963,447 
77,956 
39,931 
291,689,778 
1,094,995 
27,057 
217,683 
711,293 
1,501,986 
109,961 
17,554 
3,321,046 
13,871 
27,229 
4,427 
325,044 
41,086,367 
7,455 
17,407,725 

881,748,434 

10,055 

2,946,509 
48,537 
40,433 
22,964 803 
45,126 
1,626 ,036 
13,526 
2,261,705 
295,680 
14,730 
8,150 
375,916,434 
116,963 
1,981,837 
233,539 
3,999 


Total $51,648,391 $227,106 643 $93,896,180 $112,262,928 $484,914, 142 2,727 ,080,220 $1,661,662,341 


*Maryland includes D.C. and Washington includes Alaska. Source: Bureau of Internal Revenue 
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Lobby Registrations 


Latest registrations under the lobby law made avail-- 
able to CQ include the following: 


LOVELL H. PARKER, Colorado Building, Washington 


Mr. Parker, a tax consultant, filed on his own behalf 
Nov. 16. He explained that, although he is self-employed, 
he is retained in a ~onsulting capacity by the Maryland 
Electronic Manufacturing Corp., College Park, Md. He 
said his major interest is tax legislation with respect to 
‘‘the hardship imposed by the excess-profits tax.’’ 


He said his retainer is $1,000, plus $250 monthly, 
with no anticipated expenses. 


LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, 1026 17 St., N.W., 
Washington 


Mrs. F.P. Douglas filed Nov. 17. In a letter to the 
House clerk, she explained: ‘‘It has been brought to my 
attention that, although I have been receiving acknow- 
ledgements for reports filed under the Federal Reguia- 
tion of Lobbying Act since Juiy, 1952, I have never been 
listed in your files as the accredited representative of 
the League. We are sending three duplicate registration 
reports in case the originals have been misplaced.’’ 


She included a legislative program of the League, 
listing a wide range of interests, with special emphasis 
on efforts to obtain maximum use of the United Nations 
and improvement of Congressional budgetary procedures. 
(See CQ Weekly Report, p. 1308.) 


CONFERENCE FOR INLAND WATERWAYS DRY-BULK 
REGULATIONS, 402 Commonwealth Building, 
Washington 


Officials of the Conference filed Nov. 18. They said 
it is unknown how long their legislative activities will 
continue. According to the registration form, however, 
the Conference’s prime legislative goal is to ‘‘bring about 
amendment of Section 303 (b) of the Interstate Commerce 
Act.’’ This section, as listed in the United States Code, 
provides for exemption of certain types of motor vehicles 
from the terms of the Act. 


PRESSURE POINTS 
ABA ON ATOMIC ENERGY 


The American Bar Association urged Congress Nov. 
20 to authorize private ownership of atomic reactors and 
fissionable materials so government and free enterprise 
can team up to establish a ‘‘true atomic age.’’ 


ABA's Special Committee on Atomic Energy sub- 
mitted a report on its views at the invitation of the Joint 
Committee on Atomic Energy. The Joint Committee is 
studying proposals for amending the 1946 Atomic Energy 
Act in formulating a ‘‘federal policy on atomic power 
levelopment and private enterprise.’’ 


Gordon Dean, New York attorney and former chairman 


of the Atomic Energy Commission, is a member of the 
ABA Committee. 
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SAVINGS AND LOAN MERGER ? 


The United States Savings and Loan League is con- 
sidering a merger with the National Savings and Loan 
League, according to an official of the former group. 


‘‘We have appointed a committee to study the possi- 
bilities of such a merger, in the intersts of giving mem- 
bers of both groups a stronger voice in national affairs,’’ 
the U. S. League spokesman explained. 


The two groups were once one, but split 10 years ago. 
Many members of one also belong to the other. 


INDUSTRY ASKS TVA TAX 


A federal tax of about 13 per cent on gross power 
revenues of the Tennessee Valley Authority has been 
proposed by the Edison Electric Institute, representing 
private power companies (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1096). 


The proposal was made last August, at a House Ways 
and Means Committee tax revision hearing. Charles E. 
Oakes, head of a special tax policy committee of the 
Institute and president of Pennsylvania Power and Light 
Co., said that federal taxes in 1952 took 13.98 cents of 
every profit dollar of private companies. 


‘I believe that a 13 per cent tax of revenues of gov- 
ernment utitlities would be ... reasonable,’’ he said. 
Under such a tax in 1952, TVA would have paid $12,280, 
665, he added. 


RESOURCES WALKOUT THREAT 


Five national organizations have threatened to with- 
draw from the ‘‘Resources of the Future’’ conference to 
be held in Washington Dec. 2-4, because of alleged big- 
business domination. 


The groups -- National Farmers Union, National 
Rural Electric Co-op Associations, Cooperative League 
of the U. S., Regional Committee for an MVA, and Public 
Affairs Institute -- fear, spokesman said that the meeting 
may become ‘‘a huge and noisy pep rally for big corpor- 
ations bent on looting the public domain.’’ 


The conference, financed by the Ford Foundation, 
will consist of eight sections set up to discuss best use 
of America’s natural resources. These sections, charge 
the five dissenting groups, are ‘‘packed’’ with utility and 
other big-business officials. 


COMMITTEE FOR 1,000,000 


Congressmen of both parties and other U.S. leaders 
have signed a petition addressed to President Eisenhower 
urging him to continue his opposition to admission of 
Communist China to the United Nations, CQ was told 
Nov. 24. 


Prepared by the Committee for One Million, the peti- 
tion says that admission of Red China would ‘‘destroy the 
purposes of UN.”’ 


Chairman of the Committee is Warren R. Austin, for- 
mer U.S. delegatetoUN. On the steering committee are 
Joseph C.Grew, ex-ambassador to Japan; Reps. Walter H 
Judd (R Minn.) and John W. McCormack (D Mass.) and Sens. 
John Sparkman (D Ala.) and H. Alexander Smith (R N.J 








Stevenson On “Crusade” 


Adlai E. Stevenson, 1952 Democratic Presidential 
nominee, told the Georgia legislature in Atlanta Nov. 24 
that the President had promised the people ‘‘a new mor- 
ality’’ in government, but that the Republicans have em- 
barked on a program of ‘‘indictment by suspicion, of con- 
viction by accusation.’* They have ‘‘taken McCarthyism 
away from McCarthy. What an end to the great crusade!”’ 
he said. 


Agents of communism should be rooted out of gov- 
ernment, ‘‘but for the love of heaven, let us do it with 
dignity, objectivity and justice, and with some better 
motive than partisan strife that can only seriously weaken 
the United States,’’ he said. And he declared no individual 
did ‘‘more to check the forward thrust of Communism’’ 
than former President Truman. 


The former Illinois governor said that the Eisen- 
hower Administration could not continue to govern by 
‘‘promises, postponement, paralysis and slander.”’ 
Republicans are split among themselves and ‘‘the attitude 
of many Republican leaders seems to be ‘I like Ike, but 
I don’t like what Ike likes,’ ’’ he said. 


On the other hand, the Democrats are pulling to- 
gether as a party with a common goal, Stevenson claimed 
in an address in Atlanta on Nov. 23. They are shooting 
for a golf score of 108: out in 52, back in 56, he said. 


FERGUSON ANSWERS 


Sen. Homer Ferguson (R Mich.} Chairman of the 
Senate Republican Policy Committee, on Nov. 24 accused 
Stevenson of trying to confuse the issue. ‘‘I am constantly 
amazed at the confusion which men like Mr. Stevenson 
attempt to create,’’ he said, and asked whether Stevenson 
was taking part in ‘‘operation coverup’’ to hide the mis- 
takes of the Truman Administration. The Democrats are 
‘‘prisoners of their own tragic error in coddling’’ Com- 
munists in government, Ferguson maintained. 





TO RUN OR NOT TO RUN 


Stevenson said in Montgomery, Ala., on Nov. 25, 
that he is not now a candidate for the 1956 Democratic 
Presidential nomination. ‘‘Emphatically I am not a can- 
didate, and I have not the slightest idea of what my poli- 
tical future may be,’’ he told reporters. 


But in Washington on Nov. 24 Sens. Richard B. Russell 
(D Ga.) and Robert S. Kerr (D Okla.) said that Stevenson 
had a head start in the race should he seek the nomination. 
Both Russell and Kerr were contenders for their party's 
Presidential! nomination in 1952. Russell said in Quitman, 
Ga., on Nov. 20 that he might be willing to seek the nomi- 
nation again in 1956 under certain conditions. But he 
said he had ‘‘no present intentions of coing so.’’ 








Chicago Rolly 


Peace in Korea and a good defer se program supported 
by a sound economy are among the « hief accomplishments 
of the Eisenhower Administration, _ $100-a-plate GOP 
rally was told in Chicago Nov. 24. Speakers were George 
M. Humphrey, Secretary of the Treasury, and Mrs. Oveta 
Culp Hobby, Secretary of Health, Education and Weifare. 


Copyright 1953, Congressional 


political notes 





Political Briefs 


Los Angeles Mayor Norris Poulson, a former Con- 
gressman, has a new official policy making his visits at 
commercial functions unofficial. Thus a recent visit to 
a local brewery--and having a sample on the house 
--was unofficial. 


The Republicans made money--around $100,000 on 
the President’s inaugural ceremonies in January. The 
profit, which goes to charity, would have been twice as 
much if the ceremonies had been exempt from the 20 per 
cent amusement tax, according to the Committee. 


On Nov. 20 three Negroes were elected to the Louis- 
ville, Ky., Bar Association and the Mississippi legislature 
voted for a measure designed to equalize farilities at 
both white and Negro schools. 


State Roundup 


CALIFORNIA: Laurence L. Cross, mayor of Berk- 
eley and pastor of the North Brae Community Church, 
announced Nov. 19 that he is a Democratic candidate 
for governor. Gov. Goodwin J. Knight (R) earlier announ- 
ced that in 1954,he will seek election to a full four-year 
term.(CQ Weekly Report, p. 1227.) 


CONNECTICUT: A proposal to set up a direct pri- 
mary system in Connecticut will be considered by a 
state legislative group on Dec. 15. At present Connecticut 
and Delaware are the only two states which do not hold 
primaries. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1255.) 


MARYLAND: Richard E. Lankford, a delegate to the 
Maryland legislature, filed on Nov. 23 as a Democratic 
candidate for the Congressional seat representing the 
Fifth District. Lankford lost this seat in 1952 by only 
1,039 votes to Rep. Frank Small, Jr. (R Md.). 





NEW YORK: Gov. Thomas E. Dewey (R N.Y.) signed - 
a bill on Nov. 19 redistricting the state legislature. 
Gains in representation were made in Suffolk, Nassau, 
Queens and Onondaga (Syracuse) counties, normally Re- 
publican, and losses were taken by Democratic Kings 
(Brooklyn) Bronx and Albany counties. 


Rep. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr. (D N.Y.), son of the 
late President, said in Poughkeepsie on Nov. 19 that, if 
nominated by the Democrats, he would run for governor 
next year. But he added, ‘‘I am not a candidate for any 
office now except for re-election to Congress.’’ 





William F. Bleakley, former State Supreme Court 
Justice and GOP candid>te for governor in 1936, resigned 
Nov. 15 as general counsel of the New York Racing 
Association on the ground that he could not help the 
Association while the Moreland commission is investi- 
cating racing in the state. His resignation followed by two 
days that of J. Russell Sprague as GOP National Com- 
mitteeman, because of his ownership of Yonkers race- 
way stock. On Nov. 19 Democratic State Chairman 
Richard H. Balch said that the Democrats would demand 
an investigation of corruption in the Dewey administration, 
at the January meeting of the state legislature. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Former Federal District Judge 


Guy K. Bard, Democratic nominee for the Senate in 1952, 
died in Philadelphia on Nov. 23. 
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Executive Briefs 


The President 
TARIFF DECISION DELAY 


President Eisenhower Nov. 20, acting after the Tariff 
Commission split three to three on whether to raise the 
import duty on hand-blown glass products, instructed the 
Commission to make a further study of the problem. He 
asked it to study the effect of competition from the expan- 
ding machine-made glassware industry on the hand-blown 
industry and to make an estimate ‘‘as to the effects that 
past changes in the duty have had upon retail prices and 
consumer preference in the United States and the probable 
effects that new tariff increase would have on the market.’’ 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 1101.) 


ANTI-DEFAMATION SPEECH 


President Eisenhower Nov. 23 accepted the B‘nai 
B‘rith Anti-Defamation League’s Democratic Legacy 
award for his leadership in the ‘‘elimination of Nazi 
tyranny’’ in Europe and for his ‘‘vigorous campaign to 
eliminate racial segregation’’ at home. He told the League 
that ‘‘if we are going to continue to be proud to be Amer- 
icans, there must be no weakening of the code’’ which 
guarantees everyone the right to meet an accuser, face 
to face. 


REPORT ON SOUTH AMERICA 


The White House released Nov. 21 a report prepared 
by Dr. Milton S. Eisenhower, brother of the President and 
head of Pennsylvania State College, containing suggestions 
for the achievement of fuller hemispheric solidarity. Dr. 
Eisenhower, who made the five-week tour of 10 South 
American countries during June and July at the request of 
the President, recommended in his 35-page report that 
the United States adopt stable trade policies for South 
America with ‘‘a minimum of mechanisms’’ designed to 
juggle tariffs and quotas on imports from the South Amer- 
ican nations. He also recommended an expansion of the 
U.S. technical program with wider use of U.S. universities. 


NOMINATIONS 
President Eisenhower has nominated or appointed: 


Mrs. Alice K. Leopold, Nov. 19, to be director of the 
Women’s Bureau of the Labor Department 

Marshall M. Smith, Nov. 23, to be Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for international affairs 

George C. McConnaughey, Nov. 19, to be a member 
and chairman of the Renogotiation Board which reviews 
government defense contracts to cut excessive profits 

Walter W. Stewart of New Jersey, Nov. 25, to the 
President’s Council of Economic Advisers. 


Departments, Agencies 
DULLES ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Secretary of State John Foster Dulles told a news con- 
ference Nov. 24 that he agreed with Vice President Richard 
M. Nixon’s view that the disarming of Japan was ‘‘a mis- 
take.’ (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1357.) Dulles also said, 
in commenting on a Nov. 23 speech by President Eisen- 
hower (see above), that individuals accused under his 
Department's loyalty program have the right to face their 
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accuser. He said that employees may be suspended before 
a hearing at which they are told the charges against them 
and who made them, and that in some loyalty cases the 
proceedings have to protect the sources of the accusations. 


MONEY MATTERS 


George M. Humphrey, Secretary of the Treasury, said 
in a speech Nov. 23 that ‘‘this Administration is reducing 
taxes because we have reduced expenses ...’” Humphrey 
said the Republican Administration found on assuming 
office that $81 billion in orders had been placed in the last 
three years for delivery in 1953-55, ‘‘all to be paid 
for when delivered, without providing any money for the 
payment.’’ He said this “fixed inheritance has made the 
present debt limit too restrictive.’’ 


Sen. Styles Bridges (R N.H.}, Chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, said Nov. 21 that he agreed 
with an unnamed high Treasury official quoted Nov. 19 as 
expressing hope that federal spending in the next fiscal 
year could be cut $5 to $6 billion below current levels. 
Bridges, who advocated a reduction of between $5 and $7.5 
billion, said that a cut of the size contemplated would 
have to include substantial savings on national security. 


DEFENSE BUDGET 


Secretary of Defense Charles E. Wilson said in a 
speech Nov. 20 that the nation’s overall security would 
be maintained despite defense spending cuts contemplated 
and already in effect. He said the Defense Department’s 
fiscal 1954 budget amounted to $34.5 billion ‘‘more than 
$6.5 billion less than the budget recommended last Janu- 
ary by the previous Administration.’’ Wilson said ‘‘a con- 
tinuing increase in military strength can be achieved’’ with 
the present budget. 


In a speech Nov. 25, Wilson said, ‘‘We must not make 
sudden and radical changes’”’ in the defense budget. He 
said he hopes the Defense Department’s request for new 
appropriations for the next fiscal year won’t exceed that 
voted for the present year, but he added he doesn’t know 
whether this will be the case. 


FOREIGN AID 


Harold E. Stassen, Director of the Foreign Operations 
Administration, said in a special report to four Congres- 
sional committees made public Nov. 25, that Western 
Europe’s economic outlook, with a few exceptions, has 
improved to the point where a reduction in both American 
military and economic aid will not hurt the European gov- 
ernments ability to ‘‘maintain substantially their present 
defense spending and at the same time ‘‘move forward on 
a sound economic basis.’’ 


Commissions 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 


After a two-day session, the President’s Conference 
on Administrative Procedure Nov. 24 voted to recommend 
the establishment of an Office of Administrative Proce- 
dure in the Department of Justice. Chief Justice Earl 
Warren Nov. 23 promised his support for efforts to 
streamline and speed up the administration of justice in 
courts and executive tribunals. 





Congressional Briefs 


TAFT-HARTLEY 


Chairman Samuel K. McConnell, Jr., (R Pa.), of the 
House Education and Labor Committee predicted Nov. 20 
the Congress will be presented with legislation to revise 
the Taft-Hartley labor law soon after it meets in January. 
He said he expected Administration proposals and a bill 
from his Committee will be reported out promptly. 





But, ranking Committee Democrat Graham A. Barden 
(N.C.) said Nov. 20 he thought the political excitement of 
an election year would cut down on chances for a revision 


of the law. 
HALLECK’S ACTION LIST 


Rep. Charles A. Halleck (R Ind.), House Republican 
leader, Nov. 21 listed farm prices, taxes, foreign trade, 
social security and revision of the Taft-Hartley labor 
law as the major problems facing the next session of 
Congress. 





MILITARY BUDGET CUT ? 


Sen. Prescott Bush (R Conn.) of the Senate Banking 
and Currency Committee said in a speech Nov. 21 that 

the Eisenhower Administration ‘‘must have the courage 
to cut deeply into spending programs, including the mili- 
tary,’’ when it prepares next year’s budget. The budget 
cut is necessary, Bush said, because a big federal deficit 
would ‘‘weaken the American economy.’’ Bush added that 
though national security should not be impaired by any 
cut, ‘‘there still remains a lot of fat in the military estab- 
lishment which can be sliced off without cutting into the 
muscle,’’ 


VA BENEFITS 


Olin E. Teague (D Tex.) predicted Nov. 24 that pres- 
sure from private colleges and universities next year 
might force upon Congress a change in the educational 
provisions of the veterans benefits law. Teague, senior 
Democrat on the House Veterans Affairs Committee, said 
the law might be changed to allow the private colleges to 
make more money. 


WILEY ON PROBES 


Chairman Alexander Wiley (R Wis.) of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, Nov. 21 told U. S. allies 
that Congressional probes of alleged espionage and sub- 
version would continue ‘‘whether or not foreign’’ countries 
express concern. Wiley called for a ‘‘more understanding 
attitude’’ and called attention to the determination of Con- 
gressional committees to proceed ‘‘full speed ahead.’’ 


TAX SERVICE CONVICTIONS 


Sen. John J. Williams (R Del.) of the Senate Finance 
Committee said Nov. 21 that according to information 
supplied to him by the Internal Revenue Service of the 
Treasury Department, 60 former government tax officials 
and employees have been convicted for various offenses 
related to their work during the past three years. Williams 
said that 388 Bureau officials have een fired or resigned 
or retired while under investigation. 
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TRIAL RESCHEDULED 


The trial of Rep. Ernest K. Bramblett (R Calif.) on 
charges of payroll padding was postponed Nov. 25 until 
Feb. 2. It had been scheduled for Dec. 2. 


ROSENBAUM ACQUITTED 


Joseph H. Rosenbaum was acquitted Nov. 20 by a jury 
in Federal District Court of swearing falsely when he 
denied before a subcommittee of the Senate Banking and 
Currency Committee in 1951 that he had said he was 
‘‘closely connected’’ with William E. Willett, then a Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation Director. Rosenbaum, a 
Washington attorney, was one of four persons indicted 
Dec. 19, 1951, by a federal grand jury in connection 
with the RFC probe. (CQ Almanac, Vol. VII, 1951, p. 
498-507.) 


HISS PAROLE REFUSED 


Alger Hiss, former State Department official, Nov. 
23 was refused parole from Lewisburg, Pa., federal 
prison by the United States Parole Board. He was sent- 
enced to five years in prison Jan. 26, 1950, on two counts 
of perjury. (CQ Almanac, Vol. IV, 1948, p. 419.) 


DUKE HELD 


Russell W. Duke, who was cited for contempt of the 
Senate May 6 for refusing to answer a summons April 13 
to appear before the Permanent Investigations Subcom- 
mittee of the Senate Government Operations Committee, 
was arrested Nov. 20 in Cleveland. (CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 605.) 


CONGRESSIONAL QUOTES 


Sen. Hugh Butler (R Neb.) offered advice on the Harry 
Dexter White case Nov. 24 in a newsletter: ‘‘I would sug- 
gest that each of us decide on the questions that have been 
raised in this controversy, purely on the basis of the facts 
that have been developed, and ignore the epithets and the 
charges of political motivation.”’ 


‘Juvenile delinquency,’’ Rep. Walter Rogers (D Tex.) 
said in his Nov. 19 newsletter, ‘‘is without question one 
of the number one domestic problems facing our nation 
today. Much work and possibly some legislation will come 


out of the next Congress concerning it.’’ 


Reporting from India Nov. 26, Rep. William G. Bray 
(R Ind.) said: ‘‘It isn’t a pleasant story that is to be told 
concerning India. The story deals with a country that the 
United States has befriended to the sum of many millions 
of dollars; yet it is the story of a country that is drifting 


away from friendly relations with us. . .”’ 


Rep. Omar Burleson (D Tex.), in a Nov. 26 release, 
said: ‘‘It appears our national agricultural policies are being 
made and administered by men who know little about the 
sciences and arts in which the farmer himself is expert. 
The towering bureaucracy of the Department of Agricul- 
ture is rooted in the treasury, instead of the ... soil.’’ 


Rep. Charles R. Howell (D N.J.) Nov. 23 said when he 
asked for suggestions on reducing the tax burden, ‘‘The 
most frequent has been ‘adopt the remaining recommen- 
dations of the Hoover Commission.’ "’ 

Congressional 
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weekly committee roundup 





New Hearings 


TEAMSTERS -- AHouse Education and Labor subcommit- 


tee Nov. 23 began a closed door hearing in 


Detroit to determine if insurance funds of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Ware- 
housemen and Helpers of America (AFL) have been 
misused. 


Chairman Wint Smith (R Kan.) said Nov. 24 the sub- 
committee is considering contempt action against a Chi- 
cago insurance broker, Allen Dorfman, who refused, 
under the Fifth amendment, to answer questions. on 
$100,000 in checks, endorsed by him but not entered on 
his company’s books. Dorfman, son of Paul Dorfman, 
Teamster’s official, is a partner in the Union Insurance 
Agency of Illinois, which reportedly handles $7 million 
a year in Teamsters’ welfare and health insurance. 


Smith said the insurance funds are handled not only 
by Dorfman’s agency but also by United Public Service 
Corporation, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., before reaching Union 
Casualty and Life Insurance Company, Mount Vernon, 
which administers the teamsters union’s insurance pro- 
gram. Smith said there was evidence ‘‘of interlocking 
control’’ between the two Mt. Vernon firms. 


Paul L. Smith, independent haulaway truck operator, 
testified Nov. 24 in open session that two Teamsters 
Union officials set up an agency that paid their wives 
$65,000 in dividends in less than three years. Smith 
said James Hoffa and Bert Brennan established a Flint, 
Mich., car haulaway agency to serve General Motors 
in 1948. 


Committee member Phil M. Landrum (D Ga.) Nov. 
25 charged that the multi-million dollar welfare fund 
was ‘‘at the mercy”’ of Hoffa. 





MANPOWER UTILIZATION -- A House Post Office and 

Civil Service subcommit- 
tee this week toured Western cities checking on the 
government’s use of manpower. The subcommittee went 
to Denver (Nov. 19-21), San Francisco (Nov. 23) and 
Sacramento (Nov. 25). 





Rep. H. R. Gross (R Iowa) heads the six-member 
group. Nov. 19 he predicted heavy cuts in the federal 
payroll in an effort to reduce taxes and the national debt. 
He added that many ‘‘government agencies are over- 
loaded with employees.’’ He remarked that one of the 
few agencies not slated for a reduction-in-force is the 
Post Office Department. 


Continued Hearings 


JUVENILE DELINQUENCY -- The Senate Judiciary Sub- 

committee to Investigate 
Juvenile Delinquency continued its public hearings. (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 1361.) Chairman Robert C. Hendrick- 
son (RN.J.) said Nov. 20 that testimony of a black mar- 
ket in babies shows that a rigid federal law to curb it 
“fis a must.’’ 








A husband and wife team from Harvard University, 
Drs. Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, told the Subcommittee 
‘fa very large percentagé’’ of delinquents showed signs 
of going wrong when they were under 10 years of age. 
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They said a 10-year study of 500 delinquent boys in 
Boston showed that among their parents 50 per cent of 
the mothers had a history of criminality, 62 per cent of 
the fathers drank to excess, 60 per cent of the parents 
did not love each other, 60 per cent of the delinquents 
came from broken homes, 90 per cent of the families did 
not care what their neighbors thought of them. In only 
four per cent of the cases were the mothers ‘‘firm and 
kindly.’’ 


Kar] Holton, chief probation officer of Los Angeles 
County, testified that California gets so many runaway 
children from other states it sends trainloads of them 
back home every few months. 


Kenneth Marshall, associated with the New York City 
Youth Board, produced for the Subcommittee weapons he 
said were used regularly in juvenile street fights. 1 ¥ 
included an automatic pistol, a dagger, an ice pick, a 
switchblade knife and a two-and-one-half foot sword. 

He said the juveniles fought to ‘‘assert themselves, their 


status...to blow off steam.’’ 


Mrs. Marie L. Carter, superintendent of the Iowa 
Training School for Girls at Mitchellville, recommended 
that each state set up a screening agency for juvenile 
cases with a staff of psychiatrists and social workers 
to check into basic causes of their problems. 


Harry J. Anslinger, Federal Commissioner of Nar- 
cotics, testified that heroin smuggled in from Communist 
China was responsible for the rise in narcotics addiction 
among juveniles on the West Coast. He made these 
recommendations: Narcotics police squads set up by 
cities and states, compulsory treatment of all drug ad- 
dicts, educational work as to the dangers of drugs, heavier 
penalties for narcotics sellers and Senate approval of a 
protocol to limit world production of opium to medical 
needs. 


Two students of juvenile delinquéncy, Drs. Edward 
D. Greenwood and Walter C. Reckless, of Topeka, Kan., 
and Ohio State University, respectively, said a permanent 
federal agency to handle problems of teen-age misconduct 
should be established. Dr. Reckless said $100 million 
should be appropriated for ‘‘social reconstruction.’’ 


NOV. 24-- 

Several witnesses described juvenile use of drugs 
which led to sex orgies and criminal activities. This 
appeared to be in disagreement with Narcotics Commis- 
sioner Anslinger who Nov. 23 portrayed drug addiction 
as a minor aspect of the delinquency problem. 


Robert Cunningham of the Oklahoma state legisla-~- 
ture who headed an Oklahoma City youth investigation, 
said youngsters 13 to 18 years of age were using their 
lunch money and allowances for dope and staging wild 
parties. He said that most of these delinquents came 
from the ‘‘better class of people’’ and had mothers so 
busy going to teas and church meetings and fathers so 
busy earning a living that their ~hildren were ‘‘going 
to pot’’ because they hadn’t been taught right from wrong. 


George P. Larrick, deputy commissioner of the Food 
and Drug Administration, said investigations by his agency 
disclose there is a ‘relationship between the illegal sale 
of dangerous drugs and juvenile delinquency’’ because 





the stimulants bolster courage to the extent that ‘‘juven- 
iles may indulge in anti-social activities ranging from 
theft to the most degraded sex conduct.’’ 


Mrs. Lynn Stratton Morris, chairman of a teen-age 
narcotics committee of the New York Welfare Council, 
gave what she called a conservative estimate of 7,500 
juveniles who were addicted to dope in New York City. 
The Right Rev. Msgr. John O’Grady, executive secretary 
of the National Conference of Catholic Charities, said 
that juvenile delinquency prevention should be tied in 
with over-all neighborhood planning. 


John Gutknecht, Cook County, (Chicago) Ill., prose- 
cuting attorney held lax parents and corrupt policemen 
responsible for juvenile crime. Edward J. Mowery, a 
Scripps-Howard reporter who has been writing about 
the narcotics problem, said federal officials are mini- 
mizing the danger and failing to take constructive action 
toward narcotics peddling. He said thousands of children 
are ‘‘real pawns of international mobsters.’’ 

SOCIAL SECURITY -- The House Ways and Means Sub- 
committee on Social Security 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 1364) Nov. 20 released letters 
from persons over 65 asking that something be done 
about raising the ceiling on the amount of money a per- 
son can earn before benefits under the Old Age and Sur- 
vivors Insurance System are stopped (CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 385.) At present, the limit is $75 a month for work 
covered by social security. 


Also Nov. 20, Rep. Herman P. Eberharter (D Pa.) 
asserted that testimony of Philip Vogt, administrator of 
the Douglas County, Neb., Welfare Administration, was 
released to the press before Vogt actually testified. 
“Vogt knew what the counsel’s questions would be, and 
the Subcommittee staff knew what the answers would be,’’ 
declared Eberharter, ‘‘very unusual procedure.”’ 





Subcommittee ChairmanCar] T. Curtis (R Neb.) said 
the release had been prepared in advance of the hearing 
after a conference between the Subcommittee staff and 
Vogt. Eberharter said this procedure meant no news 


release on minority members’ points and questions. 


Vogt said the present federal welfare program was 


‘‘arbitrary, degrading and unfair,’’ and should be abolished. 


Eberharter criticized the Committee’s study Nov. 
26 as ‘‘nothing but an attempt to discredit and smash the’ 
present social security system.’’ Angier L. Goodwin 
(R Mass.), also a Subcommittee member, said the hear- 
ings have been conducted to ‘‘bring out the facts as to 
the workability of the system. There is no intention of 
breaking up social security, but of trying to improve it.’’ 
Curtis said the record would speak for itself. 


CONFER WITH PRESIDENT 


Curtis and Ways and Means Chairman Daniel A. Reed 
(R N.Y.) Nov. 21 conferred with President Eisenhower at 
the White House. After the conference, both asserted 
they favored the automatic 33 per cent raise in social 
security taxes slated for Jan. 1. The Administration 
has asked that the present rate of one and a half per cent 
on both employer and employee be frozen indefinitely. 


STOCKPILE -- The Minerals, Materials and Fuel Sub- 

committee of the Senate Interior and In- 
sular Affairs Committee resumed hearings on defense 
stockpiles of strategic metals Nov. 23. (CQ Weekly Re- 
port, p. 1297.) 
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Brig. Gen. Kern D. Metzger, chief of Air Force pro- 
duction resources, testified Nov. 24 that the U.S. would 
not be able to produce enough planes to win a war unless 
drastic shortages of titanium are overcome. Leo M. 
Harvey, head of a Torrance, Calif., machine company, 
said the aircraft industry has ‘‘arrived at the point 
where inadequacy of present structural materials is a 
critical factor ...’’ 


Chairman George W. Malone (R Nev.) Nov. 26 re- 
leased a copy of a memorandum dated March 7, 1944, 
which he said was obtained from the papers of Harry 
Dexter White at Princeton University (CQ Weekly Re- 
port, p. 1339). Malone said the White memo, addressed 
to then Secretary of Treasury Henry Morgenthau, ‘‘de- 
liberately underestimated’’ U.S. mineral and petroleum 
reserves to make a proposal for a post-war loan to 
Russia more attractive. The loan was never made. 


UN-AMERIC AN ACTIVITIES -- The House Un-American 
ee a eS ESI Activities Committee 
Nov. 20 announced that hearings to further probe charges 
of alleged Communist brutality in prisoner-of-war camps 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 1297) have been postponed until 
January, 1954. The hearings also were to investigate 
charges that some American POW’s are tainted with 
communism. 


Committee member Morgan M. Moulder (D Mo.) Nov. 
20 called on Secretary of State John Foster Dulles to ex- 
plain his ‘‘association with Alger Hiss.’’ Moulder also 
criticized his Committee colleague, Kit Clardy (R Mich.) 
for saying there is no necessity to question Gov. James 
F. Byrnes (D S.C.) in the Harry Dexter White case. (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 1366.) 





Rep. James B. Frazier, Jr., (D Tenn.) said Nov. 19 
he saw no reason for Chairman Harold H. Velde (R Ill.) 
to probe the White affair at all, that the matter should 

be left to the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee (see 
page 1380.) Veide Nov. 19 asserted the Committee will 
take up the case after Jan. i, and that a subpena issued to 
former President Harry S. Truman is ‘‘still in full force 


and effect.’’ (CQ Weekly Report, pp, 1341, 1366.) 





Twenty-six Philadelphia teachers, including 16 who 
appeared at the Committee’s ‘‘reds in schools’’ hearings 
Nov. 16-18 were suspended Nov. 20 by the Board of Edu- 
cation. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1363.) 


The 16 refused to answer certain Committee ques- 
tions, invoking the Fifth amendment. The other 10 de- 
clined to answer questions put to them by the superin- 
tendent of schools. Another teacher, suspended by the 
Board Nov. 9, is the wife of Walter Lowenfels, one of 
nine alleged Communist Party leaders awaiting trial on 
conspiracy charges. 


In Chicago Nov. 23, Carl J. Megel, president of the 
American Federation of Teachers (AFL) said the Com- 
mittee was ‘‘years behind in exposing’’ one-time Com- 
munist teachers in Philadelphia. He said the union started 
its own housecleaning in New York and Philadelphia locals 
in 1951. Much of what the Committee ‘‘dug up’’ was ‘‘an- 
cient history,’’ he said. 


The General Electric Company 
Nov. 19 suspended two Lynn, 
Mass., employees named as Communists by William H. . 
Teto, FBI undercover agent, in a hearing before the Sen- 
ate Permanent Investigations Subcommittee. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 1363.) 


REDS IN INDUSTRY -- 
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Taken off the GE payroll were Robert Goodwin and 
Nathaniel Mills, pending ‘‘further investigation and det- 
ermination.’’ 


Chairman Joseph R. McCarthy (R Wis.) ended the 
hearings temporarily Nov. 19 in order to resume hear- 
ings in New York Nov. 24 on alleged radar espionage at 
Fort Monmouth, N.J. 





TAYLOR LOYALTY CHECK 


A special Civil Service Commission loyalty board 
announced Nov. 20 it would investigate William Henry 
Taylor, an employee of the International Monetary Fund, 
who was associated with Harry Dexter White. Taylor, 
questioned by the Investigations Subcommittee Nov. 9, 
denied he ever engaged in espionage, or ever was a 
Communist. (CQ Weekiy Report, p. 1334.) 


RADAR ESPIONAGE -- The Senate Permanent Investi- 
gations Subcommittee Nov. 24 
opened public hearings in New York into alleged espion- 
age at the Army Signal Corps Radar laboratory at Fort 
Monmouth, NJ. (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 1363, 1364.) 


David Greenglass, confessed atom-spy, testified in 
writing that a radar spy ring once headed by executed 
spy Julius Rosenberg ‘‘could very possibly be continuing 
to this day.’’ A sworn deposition from Greenglass was 
read into the record by Subcommittee counsel Roy Cohn. 


Greenglass, who is serving a 15-year term in the 
Lewisburg, Pa., federal prison for his part in the Rosen- 
berg spy plot, wrote that as far as he knew, radar spy 
ring activities have ‘‘never stopped.’’ He asserted there 
‘‘were others’’ in the ring, and named Joel Barr, who, 
he said, worked at Ft. Monmouth and later for the Sperry 
Gyroscope Co., Lake Success, N.Y. 


Another witness, Joseph Levitsky, said he worked 
in a signal Corps laboratory in Philadelphia from 1940- 
1943, and in the Nutley, N.J., federal telecommunications 
laboratory until February, 1953, when he resigned. 
Levitsky refused, under the Fifth amendment, to say 
whether he was a Communist when he handled classi‘ied 
materials, whether he was a member of a Rosenberg spy 
ring, whether he engaged in a conspiracy to commit 


espionage, or whether he ever asked others to spy for him. 


NOV. 25 -- 

Harry A. Hyman, a former employee of the Nutley 
telecommunications laboratory, declined to answer sev- 
eral questions including whether he was ‘‘an undercover 
agent’’ for the Communists now. ‘‘If you have any evi- 
dence of that, produce it,’’ Hyman declared. McCarthy 
termed Hyman a ‘‘sleazy character’’ and ‘‘an under- 
cover spy."’ 


McCarthy said he would seek comtempt citations 
against a Columbia University professor formerly em- 
ployed at Ft. Monmouth and another employee there now. 


The professor, Harry Grundfest, refused to answer 
questions, and the employee, Marcel Ullman, ‘‘defied the 
Subcommittee’’ by failing to appear in response to a 
subpena. 


WHITE REPORT -- The Senate Internal Security Sub- 

ae a ~~ Committee Nov. 23 released state- 
ments by Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Jr., that 
a number of officials of the Truman Administration 
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received FBI information allegedly linking Harold Glasser 
to an alleged spy ring operating inside the U. S. Govern- 
ment, months before Glasser was appointed to a higher 
post in the Treasury Department. The Subcommittee 
asked Brownell for information on Glasser after he testi- 
fied in the Harry Dexter White controversy. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 1361.) 


Glasser was employed in the Monetary Research 
Division and on Aug. 22, 1946, was made Director of the 
Division, succeeding White, who went to the International 
Monetary Fund. 


Brownell listed Brigadier Gen. Harry A. Vaughan, 
Admiral William D. Leahy, Attorney General Tom C. 
Clark, Clark M. Clifford and George Allen among those 
who received summaries of FBI reports on Glasser. 


Subcommittee counsel said Nov. 24 that no further 
public hearings were planned at this time, and said the 
next meeting of the Subcommittee would be Dec. 2. 


TO QUIZ GOUZENKO 


An exchange between the Subcommittee and the Can- 
adian government over Igor Gouzenko, former Russian 
code clerk at Ottawa, Nov. 25 produced a Dominion offer 
to arrange a meeting ‘‘under Canadian auspices’’ agree- 
able to Gouzenko, and subject to Canadian approval of 
the public release of any evidence obtained. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 1320.) 


Jenner said Nov. 25 that the Subcommittee ‘‘cannot 
commit itself’’ to keep the Gouzenko testimony secret. 
He asked Secretary of State John Foster Dulles to renew 
the request for a ‘‘no-strings-attached”’ interview. 


The Canadian proposal came after Chairman William 
E. Jenner (R Ind.) Nov. 19 again asked Dulles to renew 


the Subcommittee planned to name Lester B. Pearson, 
Canadian Foreign Secretary as ‘‘one of three Canadians 
accused of supplying information to a Communist spy 
ring’’ late in World War II. The Subcommittee immed- 
iately denied this. Pearson Nov. 24 said Canada would 

not prevent American authorities from interviewing 
Gouzenko, but that precautions should be taken to preserve 
Gouzenko’s present name and whereabouts. 


WHITE CASE DEVELOPMENTS 
In other developments in the White case: 


Chairman Joseph R. McCarthy (R Wis.), of the Per- 
manent Investigations Subcommittee took to the radio-TV 
waves Nov. 24 (see page 1382) to answer what he termed 
an ‘‘unwarranted’’ attack on him by a former President 
Truman Nov. 1€. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1365.) 





Subcommittee member Olin D. Johnston (D S.C.) 
Nov. 21 declared he would introduce legislation to require 
that FBI reports be submitted to Senators considering 
Presidential nominations. He said he would propose that 
each Senate committee establish a three-man subcom- 
mittee to receive the reports. 





Americans For Democratic Action Nov. 21 urged 
President Eisenhower to appoint a committee of out- 
standing citizens to study and report on the problem of 
national security and civil liberties. 





Subcommittee member Robert C. Hendrickson (R 
N.J.) Nov. 20 called on Supreme Court Justice Tom C. 
Clark to explain his role in the White case. 





Subcommittee counsel Robert Morris declared Nov. 
22 that only two of the four spy rings cited by Elizabeth 
Bentley as operating in government in 1945 and 1946 hav 
thus far been exposed. Morris asserted the other two 
may still be operating, and that ‘‘one of more’’ espion- 
age convictions may result from testimony of current 
witnesses who testified in executive session. 


Sen. Robert S. Kerr (D Okla.) Nov. 20 charged Re- 
publican leaders were a ‘‘bunch of political hit-and-run 
drivers, making charges and running away.’’ The great 
majority of Americans, he said, ‘‘are more interested 
in checkmating dangers created by live Communists ... 
than they are in resurrecting all of the dead Communists 


of the last 25 years.”’ 


Reports, Recommendations 


INTERNAL REVENUE: -- A subcommittee of the House 
Ways and Means Committee 

in a report Nov. 22 on the reorganization of the Treasury 

Department’s Internal Revenue Bureau, said the basic 

feature of the reorganization plan -- elimination of ‘‘pol- 

itical appointment of bureau officials’’ -- was accom- 

plished. 


The report said that proper steps must be taken to 
insure uniform interpretation of the tax laws (in view of 
the bureau’s new decentralization policy) and that many 
present collection offices should be eliminated. 


On Tour 





Hickeniooper 
Iowa) said Nov. 23, following his return from a Central 
and South American tour, that despite Central American 
agitation about ‘‘Yankee imperialism’’ and a ‘‘very ser- 
ious’’ Communist threat in Guatemala, there exists a 
basic respect for the United States ‘‘which we can doa 
lot about developing.’’ (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1248.) 


Meanwhile, Sen. George A. Smathers (D Fla.) called 
for a State Department appraisal of Russian trade activi- 
ties in South and Central America because, he said, ‘‘the 
Soviets seem to be slipping inside our guard.’’ 





BYRD IN GERMANY -- Sen. Harry Flood Byrd (D Va.) of 
the Senate Armed Servicees 
Committee arrived Nov. 23 in Frankfurt, Germany, from 
Italy. Byrd is on an inspection tour of ‘‘ureas of military 
importance.’’ (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1298.) 








FAR EAST -- Sen. H. Alexander Smith (R N.J.), Chair- 

man of the Far East Subcommittee of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, arrived in New 
Delhi, India, Nov. 24 on his Far East foreign aid study- 
trip. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1335.) 





MARTIN RETURNS 


Speaker of the House Joseph W. Martin, Jr. (R Mass.), 
just returned from a two-month Eur >pean tour (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 1364), said Nov. 23 that the ‘‘outlook for peace 
is much better’’ because the ‘‘free nations’’ of Europe 
are building strong military forces and have recovered 
economically, with American aid. He also said that 
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Non-Partisan Probe? 


Rep. Peter Frelinghuysen, Jr. (R N.J.) proposed 
Nov. 21 a special non-partisan joint Congressional Com- 
mittee on Internal Security. Sens. Richard B. Russell 
(D Ga.), Mike Mansfield (D Mont.), and Hubert H. 
Humphrey (D Minn.) Nov. 24 either made similar sug- 
gestions or were quoted as favoring such a committee. 

















most economic aid to Europe can be cut off after this 
year and that a unified European army ‘‘will probably 
come into being next year.’’ He said he believed the 
Democrats would cooperate with the Republicans in the 
next session of Congress because the Democrats ‘‘want 
to do what’s right for the country."’ 


ARAB REFUGEES 


Rep. H. Carl Andersen (R Minn.), Chairman of the 
Agriculture Subcommittee of the House Appropriations 
Committee, said Nov. 23, following his return from a 
world tour that it was up to the United States to aid 
hundreds of thousands of Arab refugees who were dislodged 
from their homes by the creation of the new state of 
Israel. He said because the U.S. was a party ‘‘to the 
creation ofthe plight’’ of the Arab refugees, it is upto 

the U.S. to help solve the problem. (CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 1320.) 


NIXON IN BURMA 


Vice President Richard M. Nixon arrived in Rangoon, 
Burma, Nov. 24 and told the Burmese that ‘‘our only 
interest in Burma is that it continue to be independent 
of foreign domination of any kind.’’ (CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 1357.) Nov. 26 he walked into an anti- American dem- 
onstration in Pegu and questioned demonstrators. The 
incident ended with handshakes all around, 


SECURITIES ACT CHANGE 


Sen. Prescott Bush (R Conn.), Chairman of the Sen- 
ate Banking and Currency Committee, reported Nov, 25 
that an agreement had been reached among the five mem- 
bers of the Security Exchange Commission, represent- 
atives of investment bankers and securities exchanges, and 
the Committee staff on a proposed change in the law that 
would permit exemptions up to $500,000 instead of the 
present $300,000 for sales of securities issues exempt 
from formal registration under the Securities Act of 
1933. Bush said, ‘‘the decline in the value of the dollar 
since 1945 when the $300,000 was specified makes the 
change at this time seem entirely reasonable.’’ 


SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES BOARD 


The Jefferson School of Social Science, New York, 
Nov. 25 contended the Washington atmosphere had be- 
come ‘‘so poisonous’’ that a Subversive Activities Con- 
trol Board hearing to determine whether the School is a 
Communist front could not be held in an ‘‘atmosphere of 
Peace and quiet.’’ 


The Board denied the School’s petition for removal 
of the hearing to New York. The Department of Justice 
seeks to force the School to register as a front. The 
Congrol Board April 20 ordered the Party itself to regis- 
ter (CQ Weekly Report, p. 523) but the Party has ap- 
pealed that order to the courts. 
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McCarthy Defines “Trumanism" 


ANSWERS EX-PRESIDENT, HITS NEW ADMINISTRATION 


Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy (R Wis.) Nov. 24 charged 
the Administration of former President Harry S. Truman 
was ‘‘crawling with Communists,’’ and defined ‘‘Truman- 
ism’’ as ‘‘placing your political party above the interest 
of the country, regardless of how much the country is 
damaged thereby.’’ He also differed flatly with President 
Eisenhower on the subversives issue and was critical of 
the administration on several points. 





The speech was billed as an answer to a Nov. 16 
nation-wide address by the former President, in which it 
was charged that the Eisenhower Administration had 
*‘fully embraced McCarthyism.’’ (CQ Weekly Report, 

p. 1365.) The networks carrying the Truman speech 
offered ‘‘equal time’’ to McCarthy, after the Wisconsin 
Republican demanded it. 


ADMINISTRATION ‘‘STRIKE OUTS”’ ? 


McCarthy spent much of the half hour attacking Tru- 
man, but devoted considerable time to his criticism of 
the Eisenhower Administration. He asserted that while 
, the new Administration is ‘‘doing so infinitely better than 
the Trumap-Acheson regime, there is no comparison,’’ 
there are ‘‘a few cases where our batting average is 
zero -- we struck out.”’ 


He listed two things: 


1. John Paton Davies is still on the government pay- 
roll, although he was ‘‘part and parcel of the old Acheson- 
Lattimore-Vincent-White-Hiss group (which delivered) 
our Chinese friends into Communist hands.’’ Davies is 
now counselor at the U.S. embassy in Lima, Peru. 

2. The Republicans failed to liquidate the ‘‘foulest 
bankruptcy’’ of the Truman Administration -- the contin- 
uance.of aid to Britain while the British trade with Red 
Chinese who still are holding American flyers and other 
military men captured during the Korean war. 


‘‘Are we going to continue to send perfumed notes ?’’ 
the Senator asked. ‘‘. .. it is time that we, the Republi- 
can Party, liquidate this blood-stained blunder . . . we 
promised the American people something different. Let 
us deliver -- not next year or next month -- let us de- 
liver now.’’ 


THE COST OF HONOR 


The cost of regaining ‘‘national honor’’ ‘‘may run 
high,’’ he said, because of the ‘‘low ebb’’ to which it has 
sunk ‘‘over the past 20 years.’’ But, 


‘‘We can deal a death blow to the war-making power 
of Communist China. We can, without firing a single shot. 
force them to open their filthy Communist dungeons and 
release every American. We can blockade the coast of 
China without using a single ship, a single sailor or a 
single gun. 


‘‘We can do this by merely saying to our allies and 
alleged allies -- ‘If you continue to ship to Red China 
while they are imprisoning and torturing American men, 
you will get not one cent of American money.’ ”’ 
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McCarthy also charged that Truman, while a candi- 
date for the Vice Presidency in 1944, intervened against 
the dismissal of George Shaw Wheeler from government 
service. Wheeler deserted to the ‘‘Communist cause’”’ in 
1950, McCarthy said, and ‘‘disappeared behind the Iron 
Curtain.’’ The Wisconsinite charged that, as early as- 
1944, the ‘‘Civil Service Commission Loyalty Board found 
Wheeler unfit for government service because of member- 
ship in the Communist Party.’’ 


He said the Truman definition of McCarthyism (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 1365-6) was ‘‘identical ... with the 
definition of the Communist Daily Worker,’’ which ‘‘origi- 
nated the term.”’ 


Referring to a Nov. 18 expression by President Eisen- 
hower of hope that Communism would not be a political 
issue in 1954 (CQ Weekly Report, p. 1356), McCarthy 
said that ‘‘the raw, harsh unpleasent fact is that Commu- 
nism is an issue and will be an issue in 1954. It would 
not be an issue between our two great political parties if 
they were united in fighting Communism. They are not se 
united today. Truman’s diatribe against those who expose 
Communists is the best proof of that.’’ 


The Wisconsin Senator also assumed that he will be 
a factor in Senatorial campaigns: ‘‘If the American people 
agree with Truman that ... McCarthyism is bad, then they 
have a chance to get rid of me as Chairman of the (Senate 
Permanent) Investigations Subcommittee”’ by ‘‘defeating 
any Republican up for election.’’ 


‘‘Truman stands on his record as an individual and 
as a President,’’ McCarthy said in concluding. ‘‘He pro- 
moted Harry Dexter White, Russian spy. He fired Douglas 
MacArthur, one of the greatest living Americans.’’ 


After his speech, McCarthy told reporters he would 
never advocate the defeat in any future election of such 
Democratic Senators as Pat McCarran (Nev.), Harry 
Flood Byrd (Va.), or Walter F. George (Ga.). 





McCarthy Reaction 
Nov. 25 reactions to the speech: 


Truman -- ‘‘...didn’t even listen to it. I was asleep.’’ 

Sen. Estes Kefauver (D Tenn.) -- The fight against 
Communism ‘‘will not be won’’ by (undermining) Truman 
and Eisenhower. 

Sen. Robert S. Kerr (D Okla.) -- ‘‘McCarthy is still 
making charges ...Some day he will prove one of them.”’ 

Sen. John M. Butler (R Md.) -- The Communist issue 
‘*may very well’’ overshadow the farm issue in 1954. The 
speech was ‘‘great so far as it defined Trumanism.”’ 

Democratic National Chairman Stephen A. Mitchell -- 
‘*Look who’s talking. I’m leaving McCarthy to the Re- 
publicans.’’ 

Rep. Francis E. Walter (D Pa.) -- McCarthy has 
‘indicated he is available as a candidate for President in 
three years. But it seems to me he’s firea the opening 
gun for the Republican nomination rather early.’’ 

Sen. George W. Malone (R Nev.) -- ‘‘A good speech. 
...l am hopeful the full cleanup (of subversives in govern- 
ment) will come soon.”’ 























Q--If Hawaii is admitted to the Union, who will 
decide when her two United States Senators’ 
terms shall expire ? 


A--The Constitution, Article I provides, that for 
the First and succeeding Congresses ‘‘immedia- 
tely after (the Senators) shall be assembled ... 
they shall be divided as equally as may be into 
three classes,’’ the seats of the first ‘‘class’’ to 
be vacated after two years, of the second ‘‘class’’ 
after four years, and of the third ‘‘class’’ after 
six. Once determined, the class to which each 
Senate seat is assigned remains fixed. The size 
of the three classes has been kept roughly equal 
by adding first to the two smaller or to the small- 
est class. Since the first Congress, classification 
has been made by lot, thus setting the expiration 
of the initial terms of Senators from new states. 
Senators from the same state never are in the 
same class. Terms of class 2 Senators expire 
next -- in January, 1955. 


Q--Do Congressional committees ever report 
bills adversely ? 


A--Yes, though not very often. A committee 
usually ‘‘pidgeonholes,’’ that is, refuses to re- 
port at all, legislation it cannot approve. But 
some nominations in the Senate, and bills and 
reorganization plans in both houses have been 
reported adversely. In 1953, House committees 
made at least five adverse reports on bills, and 
two on reorganization plans. Senate committees, 
in 1953, reported at least two resolutions unfav- 
orably. One was a resolution to disapprove a 
reorganization plan for the Department of Agri- 
culture, the other would have temporarily en- 
larged the membership of two Senate committees. 


Q--When did the House and Senate move to their 
present quarters in opposite wings of the U. S. 
Capitol building ? 


A--The House of Representatives has been meet- 
ing in the South wing of the Capitol since 1857. 
The Senate moved to the North wing in 1859 from 
a room in the Capitol later used (though since 
vacated) by the Supreme Court. Until 1911, the 
house provided separate desks for its Members, 
as the Senate still does. But the reapportionment, 
after the 1910 census, which fixed House mem- 
bership at the present 435, made it necessary, 
for space reasons, to remove the desks. 


Q--Why must a bill or resolution be read three 
times before either branch of Congress may vote 
on its approval ? 


A--Most of the rules under which Congress oper- 
ates date back to those originally adopted in 1789. 
These, in turn, were based on those used in the 
Continental Congress, and can be traced to the 
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English House of Commons of the 18th Century and 
earlier. Some historians say the practice of read- 
ing a bill aloud three times before passage was 
begun in medieval times because few legislators 
could read. Today, unless a Member objects, the 
first and third readings usually are of the title of 
the bill only. 


. Q--Have the Administration and Congress abandoned 


plans for revision of the Taft-Hartley labor law ? 


A--No, Secretary of Labor James P. Mitchell Nov. 
18 told the CIO convention the Administration will 
recommend changes in provisions it considers 
‘funfair to labor,’’ and President Eisenhower, ina 
letter to the convention, said he would make recom- 
mendations to Congress early in 1954. Sen. Irving 
M. Ives (R N.Y.) recently was appointed head of a 
Labor and Public Welfare subcommittee to consider 
changes in the law, officially the Labor-Manage- 
ment Relations Act of 1947. 


}. Q--How many Americans are eligible to vote ? 


A--Exact figures are unavailable, as many states 
do not require registration in certain communities, 
and some do not publish figures. The Census Bu- 
reau estimates that persons of voting age numbered 
about 100 million in 1952, 96 million in 1950 and 93 
million in 1948. The Associated Press, shortly be- 
fore the 1952 election, estimated there were about 
76.2 million persons registered to vote. In 1950 
and 1948, respectively, the Republican National 
Committee estimated 69.5 and 66.8 million persons 
were registered. Voting for President totaled 
about 61 million in 1952, about 49 million in 1948. 


. Q--Did President Eisenhower run far ahead of Re- 


publican nominees for Congress in 1952? 


A--The President polled about 33.8 million votes, 
while Democrat Adlai Stevenson garnered about 
27.3 million. GOP candidates for the House only 
slightly out-polled the Democrats, 28.4 to 28.3 
million. The President ‘‘carried’’ 295 Congres- 
sional districts in his race against Stevenson, while 
GOP House nominees beat Democratic candidates, 
or were unopposed in only 221. 


NOTE: CQ Weekly Report pages on which additional 
data may be found: (5) 1296, 1358, (7) 1343, 1344. 





